Seasonal changes in hepatic activity of G-6-phosphate and alpha-glycerophosphate dehydrogenase in farmed polecats and raccoon dogs.
Liver weight of both male and female polecats was significantly higher in winter than in summer. There were no seasonal or sex differences in the liver weight of raccoon dogs. Body weight of male polecats was highest in winter. No marked seasonal changes in body weight of female polecats, or raccoon dogs of both sexes were found. Total hepatic glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase activity of polecats and raccoon dogs was higher in winter than in summer. Specific activity of alpha-glycerophosphate dehydrogenase was highest in summer, but total hepatic activity did not show any seasonal changes.